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more convinced than you are, that years scarcely
are sufficient for its formation ; but that six
months of relaxed discipline may degrade it so
that it shall no longer be cognisable ? "

This discourse, which fixed the attention of
the Duke, and which was particularly intended to
divine what he himself imagined he might be able
to accomplish, and what he might become, ap-
peared to produce a very great effect. Instead of
beginning, as he always does, by ambiguous and
dilatory phrases, which may serve any purpose he
shall please, he immediately entered into the spirit
of my discourse; and after having felt and owned,
with an effusion of heart and a penetrating tone,
that I presented him a prospect of the greatest
honour his imagination could conceive, and which
he should prefer to the gaining of six victories,
he joined with me In endeavouring to find some
means of making the overture to the King.

"I do not imagine," said he, "my situation
will authorise the attempt without previous
measures. I am more afraid of injuring the
cause than of injuring myself; but it is certainly
necessary the project should be conveyed to him;rman.le of propor-
